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Ifrican Monericamns ot Mars Biof?

Few African Americans lived at Mars Bluff before
the inventicn of the cotton gin. Hegmttably, that
imvention resulted in many ensiaved African

icans baing brought to Mars Bluf to grow
cotton.

Little is known about where the ancestors of Mars
Bluff African Americans had come from in Africa.
It is estimated that 43 percent of African
Americans brought into South Canlina in the
aarly years wan from rice-growing areas of Wast
Africa and 40 percent from the Congo-Angola
region. Thera is a good chance that many of the
people at Mars Bluff had ance stors from these
twio regions.

The journey from Africa to the Mew Workd, and on
to Mars Bluff, could have taken generations to
complete. They may have been taken first to the
West Indies, Virginia, the South Camlina coastal
region, or othar pine balt communities. Thay may
have lived in one of those places for years—or for
savaral generations. Probably very few African
Amaericans at Mars Bluff wara African born.

Of the European Americans at Mars Bluff, most
settlers were English, Scotch-Iish, or Walsh.
Throughout most of Mars Bluff's history the
African-American and European-American
populations wera about egual. Most African
Americans wena in close contact with European
Americans. Consaguently, pine balt African
Americans spoke a dialect that was much like
Standard English and their African customs ware
blended with European customs.

The story of African-Amernican life at Mars Bluff is
best told by Alex Gregg, who was bom at Mars
Bluff in 1844 in a house just like the houses at
Site One of this tour. As an old man, Gregg would
sit on his porch and tell stories to his grandson,
Archie Waiters. Years later, Waiters told the sto-
fes to a younger parson, Amelia Vernon. This is
the African tradition of oral history, whereby each

genaration tells its history to the next generation.
Alex Gregg supplied a rare cue, a possible
connection between someona at Mars Bluff and
a spacific ethnic group in Africa. He said that one
of the first people bured in the graveyard (Site
#2) was named Mariah Malinka. The Malinke
were an athnic p who, in the thirtesnth
century, had contributed to the developmeant of
Mali, a kingdom widely respactad for its scholars
and its efficient government.

Gregq said that when he was a slave his work
was to dear land, and women had to do the
same heavy work—digging up and mowving
tremendous stumps. They worked from sunrise
to dark and then went to a common kitchen for
supper, which consisted of mush and milk. Only
then could they go to their cabins for a few hours
of sleap before beginning another day of work.
They had Sunday off exccept for the times when
they had to pull fodder on Sunday.!

Though the conditions wera harsh and soma-
timas brutal, the dignity sean in Alex Gregg's face
shows that African Americans, who were firmly
rooted in a vigorous African cultural

heritagae, wana abla to lead exemplary lives.

1844-1938

"Marz Biutf oral history is taken from Afncen Amencens st
Mars Bhlt, Soasth Caroling, by Amelia Wallace Vemaon
(Columbia, 5.C.: University of South Canling Presa, 1983).



Site 1| Calbinsy cae 1886

Ms. Catherine’s house is one of two remaining
hewn-timber cabins (ca. 1836) on Francis Marion
University campus. African Americans built eight
of these cabins and lived in them while enslaved.
At that time the cabins were in a cotton field,
lined up on either side of a sandy road known as
The Street. After emancipation, the cabins had
rooms added and some were moved to scattered
locations on the farm. African Americans were
obliged to live in them for another eighty years.
Ms. Catherine (Mr. and Mrs. Archie Waiters) lived
in this house from the 1930s to the 1950s. Now
restored to its original size, the cabin is fumished
with articles that were used by Ms. Catherine and
one of her neighbors.

The second hewn-timber cabin (ca. 1836) is
called Ms. Tena's house. Ms. Tena Waiters lived
in it from the 1920s to the 1950s. For over one
hundred years it stood on The Strest, just west of
where the library stands today. Now it is beside
Ms. Catherine's house on Wallace Woods Road.
It contains displays about how African Americans
worked in the cotton fields, how they built the
hewn-timber cabins, and how they practiced
small-scale rice farming using knowledge they
brought from Africa.

IN MEMORY OF OUR PEOPLE
FOR ALL THEIR HARD WORK.
FOR THE BLOOD AND TEARS SHED
SO THAT WE AS A PEOPLE
MIGHT PROGRESS.

IN MEMORY OF THE STRUGGLE.
THE PAST, THE PRESENT, AND
L OTHEFUTURE. o0

LET THE MONUMENTS STAND

AS A REMINDER OF OUR
ENDURANCE. A REMINDER THAT
WE HAVE, THAT WE CAN,

AND THAT WE WILL OVERCOME
ANY OBSTACLES OF OPPRESSION.

LET OUR PEOPLE REJOICE AND
SING A SONG OF FREEDOM!

THEGE HOUELE, CA. 1854, ARE 0N
THE MATIOMAL RESIETES OF W ETORK FLACER

The cabins are listed on the National Register of
Historic Places and are dedicated to the recovery
and preservation of the African-American
heritage. They serve as a continuing reminder of
the wisdom, dignity, and integrity of the people
who lived here and of the gift they left for us—our
African cultural heritage. The inscription on the
memorial sign in front of the cabins was
composed by a Francis Marion University student.

To see interior of cabins by appointment or to
learn when cabins are open to the public, phone
Karl McAlister at (B43) B61-1311.

Sife 2 ©ld Cemeliary

The old African-Amancan cematary (ca. 1840)
associated with the hewn<imber cabins is east of
the Francis Marnon University library. Only two
stones were standing there in the late twentieth
cantury. Ona of the stones is inscribad: *To the
memory of Samuel Melson Brown, son of H. C. &
S. L. Brown, born Sept. 20, 1854 ." There wera
mora stones in this cemetery eady in the twent-
eth century, but lumbering in the area destroyed
them.

The brick wall around the area whera the two
small gravestones wem located was emected in
1984 to acknowladpe that them was a cemeatery
hera and that this was the area where tomb-
stones could be found. A large stone placed at
the site is inscribed: “Sacred to the memory of
those who lie here, circa 1840 to 18595." Tha
stone for Nellie Brown (born in 1818) was placed
here in the 1880s. Though the exact site of Nellie
Brown's grave is unknown, she is known to have
been buried in this cematery.




Sifte 8
MSAE!5on

Back in the 19203, tha
Ellison family ived in
Ms. Tena's house just
west of whera the
library is now. lda
Ellison Zanders
recalled that her
mother's gardan was
north of the house,
towand whem tha
science building now
Fanny Ellison  stands. Her mother
1878-1943 ahways planted rice on
the low side of her

gardan. Out of seventaen African-American rice
growers identified at Mars Bluff, Ms. Ellison was
the only female rice grower. Perhaps her
ancestry was from an anea of West Africa where
rice was considerad a crop that women gnaw and
men would have nothing to do with it.

Site £ Besenwald Scheel

Tha Mount fion Rosenwald schoolhouse pra-
sanes one of the most exdting chapters in tha
history of African- Amearncan education. Back in
1813, Booker T. Washington persuaded Julius
Rosenwald, president of Sears Roebuck, to haelp
build six schoolhousas in rural Alabama. That
small beginning kindled hope all across the
South in African Americans who had never had a
schoolhouse for their children. Over the years,
Rosenwald offered 1o cooperate with
communities to build more and more schools.
Before he died, he had helped to build 5,000

sthoolhouses. This school at Mars Bluff was built
in 1925 and was used until 1955,

Although officially listed as the Mars Biuff Colored
School, it was known as the Mount Zion
Rosenwald School becauss it was across the
road from Mount Zion Church at Mars Biluff and
the people of this church had baen very active in
sacuring the schoaol.

Today the building is on the Mational Hagistar of
Historic Places and Mt. Zion Church is making
progress towand getting it restored.

Site B [ Zich Camealtary

Localted 0.3 miles easf of Sile 4

Eary African-Amearican cemeleres, balore 1865,
were genarally located in lorested areas bacause
the landowners wanted all of the clearad land Tor
the growing of crops. When ML Jion Church re-
caved adead for one acra of land in 1878, a new
Ivpe of cematery was possible. Now claared land
could be usad for burials.,

While he bunals here dale back o the nine-
leanth century, this cemetery also has a number
of mare recent grave markers which ware made
by leaving the top of the burial vaull exposed
above the ground and ornamenting it with motifs
that seam to be dedved from ancient Africa.
Among the molils are wave-like pattems and
geometric designs. Also common is the use ol
silvar or blue paint, sometimes with tiny llecks o
reflactive matenal o cakch the lighl

A small abalisk marks the most notable grave,
that of A. H. (Tormy) Howard. Elected as a
represeniative in 1876, Howard was one ol the
few Alrcan Amencans who had the distinction of
serving in the South Carolina legisiature durng
Reconstruction. He was also an outstanding kbeal
leadar in Mars Biufl. He was the major trustea
involved in the 1870 purchase of land for the first
Alncan-American school al Mars Blulf and in the
1875 purchase ol land for a Methodist church.
Howard was one of the lew Alrcan Americans
who was able 1o acquire well over a hundred
acras of farmiland in the decades following the
Civil War.



As recaently as the 1920s, African Amencans at
Mars Bluff used African knowledge to grow very
small plots of Ace. Many were as little as a third
of an acre or smaller. They usad low, watar-
retentive land and relied cn nature to furnish the
waterin the form of min or water that settled
thene from higher land.

In many other inland communities throughout the
South, African Americans wens also cultivating
smill plots of Ace, however this practice has not
generally been acknowledged. Also, itis rare to
have identified, in one inland community,
seventeen African Americans who grew rice as
mcently as the 1920s. The map shown ham is of
the nine rice-field sites that are very close to
Francis Marion University. Thena ame siv othar
known sites where African Amercans grew rice in
Mars Bluff. These rice growers provide a
concrete example of people who browght African
knowledge to Mars Bluff and continued using it
for over a hundred years.

example of the tenant houses that played such
an important ole in Southem life from the late
nineteenth century until the mid-twentieth cen-
tury. Several features give this house a typical
tenant house look, for example, the long namow
porch that is threa steps above ground level. This
house also portrays the history of the evolution of
tanant house construction. Tha original part of
the housa was built ca. 1890, with additions ca.
1200, 1920, and 1967 . Today, while most tenant
housas are decaying into nothingness, this house
is in a fair state of repair. It stands less than a
mile from the 1836 hewn-timbar cabins at Francis
Maricn University. Together, the two types of
construction tell the story of African-American
housing at Mars Bluff. All three buildings are on
the National Register of Historic Places.



Site 8 Ledses

In the first part of this century, there wera lodge
buildings all ower Mars Bluff. All were built alike—

long, narrow, two-story, wooden buildings with
few windows. Today, none of the old wooden
buildings remain. The only lodge building in Mars
Bluff is this cement block Masonic Lodge, which
was built on the site of an old Joint Stock Lodge
building at 5834 Old Marion Highway [Hwy 224).
Incidentally, the land is still owned by the Joint
Stock Lodge.

While this building, dating only to about 1950, is
made of cement block and is a little smaller than
the oid lodges, still it retains the general shape of
the cld buildings. These lodges, with their roots in
andent West African secrat socisties, ware such
an important part of African-American life at Mars
Bluff. They should not vanish without a trace.

Site © Jamestewn

Today, there is nothing left of old Jamestown but
a cemetary and the remains of one housa. Still,
Jamestown desernwes to be remembened. It was
a kind of paradise—a close-knit, highly-respectad
community of about twenty neat houses, each
with flowers in the yard, a pecan trea, a grape
arbor, a smoke house, a gamden, fruit trees, and a
small plot of farm land.

Jamestown was settled in 1870 when the
patriarch of the James family bought land at the
edge of the Great Pee Dee River Swamp, one of
the rare places where freadmen wemn able to
acquine land. There they aised their own food,
hunted and fished in the swamp, and worked on
nearty farms when work was available. The
community lasted until the two wond wars mada
job opponunities available in the MNorth. Tha
paople of Jamastown joined the Great Migration,
but they still called Jamestown home and wanted
to be brought home for burial. The camatery
covers more than ten acres, but it has few
headstones; grave goods were commondy placed
on the graves. Cactuses were planted in the

cemetery to entangle spirits that might cause
hamn.




